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I~kSPECIAL TOPICS. 





1. The Security Pact. 


The Locarno Conference has completed i o 
of a Western Security Pact, now foumnane a ieatie oF tien retract 
and of Arbitration Treaties between Germany and her neighbours to the 
east and west. It would seem that the warring claims of the different 
countries have been adjusted and overcome to an extent scarcely expected 
by tne most sanguine. Great Britain, though guaranteeing the status 
quo of the Rhineland, does not stand comiitted to armed intervention 
except on her own recognition that it is required; she will not be 
in any way responsible for Eastern or Western Arbitration Treaties, 
and her guarantee of security extends to Germany's eastern frontiers 
only insofar as she is already pledged under the League Covenant: her 
traditional aversion to a continental policy is to this extent respected 
and her position is comparatively simpls. The same cannot be said of 
the other wpwarties to the Treaty, who, apart from guaranteeing the 
security or the Rhineland, are to be bound by grbitration Treaties 
which have been drawn up between Germany and France, Germany and 
Belgium on the west, and Germany and Poland, Germany and Czechoslovakia 
on the east. Here the acute difficulty was the position of Poland, 
who would consent to no clause providing for the alteration of her 
western frontier, by arbitration or otherwise. Germany, on the 
other hand, though accepting her western frontier as permanent, was 
not prepared to give this undertaking as regards her eastern frontier. 
France, already bound by pre-existing treaties to both Poland and 
Czechoslovakia, was at first determined that a western and eastern 
pact must be entered upon simultaneously by the Powers, thus ensuring 
the maintenance of the Status que on voth frontiers. 

This dilemma appears to ve been solved by the unconditional 
accevtance by Germany of the League Covenant, not excepting Article XVI, 
under which, in caso Poland or Czechoslovakia were attacked, French 
troops would go to their assistance. Apparently the french ended ty 
considering this safeguard sufficient. In subscribin; to tuis, 
Germany is not bound hand and foot, as there still remains Article XI 
of the Covenant, under which treaties which have become inanplicabie 
may be reconsidered and if necessary revised. 

The final work of the Conference was devoted to the problem of 
deciding whether the Arbitration Treatics should be guaranieed by a 
third party, the French proposal, or whether they should be merely 
between two varties with separate provisions for arbitration and 
conciliation,as the German delegates sugested. finally it was 
JeGided thet they should conform to tho procedure outlined in Article 
XV oy the League Covenant. 

A review of the Conference cannot ass without tritute vo the 
concilietory attitude, in varticular, of ceruany. The Conicreace, 
itself the ovtcome of the German Government's Note of Yelrusry lest, 
fouhd the German undertaking that questions established Ly tiie Peace 
Treaties ahzall not become the subject of arbitration an extraordinarily 
hel»ful one. This conciliatory svirit, in Gersneny cs . . elsewhere, 
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enathled the Locarno Conference to reach an eminently successful 
conclusion. 
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The French Dest to the United States. 


The delay in the settleuent of the French debt to the United 
States puts a strain on the good relationshin of both countries, 
and ten*: to hold un negotiztions for debt-settlement with other 
nations. Already the denarture of the Rumanian Debt jiission 
tor Washinzton is postnoned, while it is considered likely that 
the Italian delegxtion, at present exnected in Wesliington on 
October 26th, mry also delay its arrival on ti.s account. seeling 
in the tro countries meanwhile tends to become embittercda. i. 
Caillaux returned to Paris on October llth, tut was evasive and 
non-commital on the subject of the progress of his negotistions 
with the American Debt Mission, emphasising, however, the need 
for their continuance with a view to an early settlement. With 
regard to the five-ycar provisional agreement, now submitted for 
the consideration of the French parliangnt, he -aaintained a signif- 
icant silence. A less reticcnt member of the French delesation, 
'%{. Lamoureaux, maintained that the agreeiient was no more than a 
ruse to conceal tie runture which had in fact occurred end to 
enable the French mission to leave Washington in an atmosphere of 
cordiality. Whatever the circumstances, the provisional azrcement 
is likely to meet whh a cool reception in France, judging by the 

trend of opinion reflected in the French press, wnose attitude, 
at first mistrustful, is now onenly antagonistic. The American 
offer is varicusly described as havins, been made with an eye to 
electoral cliiances and as being merely a diplomatic prelude to 
fresh negotiations, in fact, as anything but what it purports to 
be - a business yroposition. 

Ynzle it seems unwise, therefore, to build many hopes on the 
wrovisional nereement as a serious step towards the settlement of 
the French debt, it is clear tnat, in the general interest, an 
agreement of some kind must be reached at no cistant date. Should 
the French Chember refuse to accent the provisional agreement, the 
suspicion that France has no sericus intention whatever to inzke 
payment to the United States is certain to gain ground in that 


country, unless the refusal is accompanied by an immediate re-opening 


of the debt funding negotiations. Me Caillaux's agility at Vache 
ington in making no offers or promises that were not hedsed abrout 
with reservations gave rise to this doubt among official circles 

in America and it would be disastrous for his country if this were 
allowec to take root. A veiled warning to France was delivered in 
an address by a representative of the thite House in a speecn on tix 
loan nolicy of the United States. Fe declared that his Governnent 
"velievei that the funding of obligations already existing Was a 
neces3ary vre-requisite to the extension of credit" and aided that 
there wa, a "well-established custom" whereby underwriters oi nro- 
jected foreign issucs wero guided by the advice of Government 
Aenartments in America. Tris nlainty indicates that any refusal 
of tne vrovisional American offer, unaccompanied by the dine di.ats 
resummtion of negotiations, wovld make it virtually impossible tur 
France to borrow from the United States in future, either private. 
or in an official capacity. Cne can only trust that the Brencs. 
Chanber will grasy this eventuality, in dealing with the situatior 
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Mornosco. 
The unexnected success of the Alhucenas caznipeaign under the 

direction of the Marquis de Estella was received with intense 

relief in Snain, where the uncertzin position of the troops which 

landed unter General Saro at Cebadilla Bay had caused acute anxiety. 

What at first seemed a questionable piece of strategy amply justified 

itself in the event. The fail of Ajcir not only caused Abdeel- 

Krim to lose the alleigance of many powerful tribes (including the 

Berbers, the most feared tribe of the Rifi), but exercised a 

salutary moral effect on the Moslem world, from Tangier to Afghan- 

istan, where Ahd-el-Krim's earlier successes were attributed to the 

weakness of the Yestern "owers and he himself invested with a 

mythical greatness. 


Fosul. 

General Jan Laidoner, the representative appoinied by the 

League of Nations to inquire into the reported deportations of 

Christians by the Turks near “‘osul, lert liarscilles on October | 

13th, accomyanied by General Jack (Czechoslovakia) and General 

Ortega (Spain). He is exnected to besin his investizations 

tovards the end of October. | 
' 


The Washington Convention. 

A bill is to be rcrought before the Zelzian Parlia:scent incorpore- 
ating the Washington Convention for an 8-hour day and 48 hour weck. \ 
The Convention has so far been ratified by Bulgaria, Greece, India, 
Rumania and Czechoslovakia. i 





Inter-Allied Devts. : 
The settlement i3 announced of tule Czechoslovak war-dept to 


the United States of 115 mil.iion doliars eee aekt s0. Czeciic- 
slovakia is io pay three million dollars (£600,000) ye:.rly for 

18 years, the remainder to be graduated over the 200, 000% 44 years. 
The principal amounted to 91 miliion dollars (£18,200,C000). 








American-Czechoslovak Cormitiec. oa 
A permanent American-Czechoslovak Committee for the settlement 


of commercial disputes by arbitration is to be set un in Prague. 
and a Czechoslovak 


The Cormittee will be composcd of an American : 
rieMve?r e A counterneet to this institution is to be formed in the 


United Stnie3 to act ina similer manner. 














III. GENERAL INTEREOT. 
OCTOSER 3RD-17TH. 





SATURDAY, OCTOBER SRD. 

Tne Gerrian delegation to the ConYrerence of :inisters arrived 
at Locarno. 

The victory of the Spanish forces in :‘orocco at Alhucemas 
is complete, and the campaign there is vertually closed. Abd-el- 
Krim is renorted to have fled southward to the Jebel Hanunem, 12 
miles from Ajdir, and to be making preparations for defence. 

The Prench Governnent av~pointed H. Steeg, Minister of Justice, 
as Resident-General in the french Protectorate of Morocco, in 
succession to Narshal Lyautey. 





SUNDAY, OCTOSER 4TH. 
The trench and British delezstions arrived at Locarno. The 
number orf delegates totals over 100. 





HONDAY, CCTCBZER STH. 

The Locarno Conference was onened by Mr. Austen Chamberlain, 
wno exnressed the hope that discussions would proceed on informal 
lines. Objections and amendments to the vroposed Pact nut forward 
by the various countries since the holding of the Jurists' Conference 
were then discussed. 

Mr. Austen Chamberlain's emnhasis, in his opening sneech, on the 
necessity of meeting all delegates to the Locarno Conference on an 
equal footing created an excellent impression in Germany. 

French troops made a further advance in iiorocco from Kiffane; 

a Spanish cavalry column advanced southwards from Alhucemas for 
9 miles. 

It was decided to advance £1,000,000 to the liong-kong Government 
for the restoraticn of the credit of Hongekong. 

“7. Pninievé ordered an inquiry to be mace into tne .ilitary 
events which occurred in Syria a3 © result of the Jebel Druse revolt. 
The inquiry is to be conducted by General Duport, a wember of the 





- 


Supreme Yar Council. General Gamelin's forces renched Rusas, 4 
miles soutn of Sueida. 


TUSSDAY, GCTOBER 6TH. 

The celecates to the ocarno Conference continued ti eir dis- 
cussions on the Pact. Tne question of the bearing of the military 
convention between France and Belgium on the Pact was considered. A 
meeting, of jurists was held, at wuich the distinction between the 
oreamble +o the Pact and the Pact itself Wis drawn. 

Tie text of the con unicaticns 01 the sucject ov tne .rencn 
Acvot addressed by the United Stertes sunding Comission to -.. Cailiaux 
wes DNublished. 

Tchicherin was received by President von Hindenvure in Derlin. 
his prolonged stey in Germeny tenés to stiffen the attituce of tue 
German delegation at Locarno. 
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#rench and Spanish forces in loroeco established a junction 
at Syah, as a result of the French advance north of Kiffane and 
Hassi Medlan. The slight resistence offered by the Rifi suggests 
that Abieel-Krim is husbanding “is recources for an attack else 
wneree 

Nesotiations for concluding a Franco-German Comercial Treaty 
were resumed. 


VEDNSSDAY, OCTODER 7TH, 

ie Briand and Herr Luther held a private conversation at Locarno 
on the Security Pact. Several versions of the allezed terms of 
the Pact anpeared in the preas. 

The inquiry into the Chinese disorders of May 30th last opened 
under the International Judicial Comnission in Shanghai. 

¥rench onerations in Morocco were hampered by rain. 

King Feisul, King of Iraq, had an interview with lfr. Amery 
at the Foreign Office. 

Tae Third International Congress of Aerial Navigation opened 
in Trussels. 





THURSDAY, OCTOS3ER 8TH. 

Mr. Austen Chamberlain held a private conversation with Herr 
Stresemann, German Foreign Minister, at Locarno. Tae Conference 
discussed the question of the entry of Germany into the League of 
Nations, with special reference to Article 16. 

Reports of friendly conversations between Me Briand and the 
German Chancellor at Locarno promoted a better feeling in Germany 
towaris the Pact negotiations. 

Operations in Horocco are seriously hampered by rain. 0 
further develionments are renorted on the Spanish front; French 
troops on the eastern sector occupied Bad Sakka and Ain Zorah, both 
formerly Rifi centres. 

A sharn engagement took place in Syria between a rrench colwnan 
and the Druses, between Kessas and Aslean, in which tue latter 


were driven off. 





FRIDAY, OCTOBER OTH. . 

To meeting of the Locarno Conference was held, but informal ' 
conversations between Ministers took »vlace: ‘7. Austen Chamberlain 
conferred with Count Skrzynski, Polish Foreign ijinister, and Herr 
Stresemann and '!. Briand continued their discussions. 

Arrangements were concluded for the funding of the Czechoslovak 
debt to the United States (See Notes and News). = 

As a result of recent #rench advances in ‘forocco in the Kiffane 
4ixtrict, many important tribes, including, the Tsul and tine Branes, 
have tentered their submission. Acd-ol-lrin's qlans are entirely 
unknown. Owing to tie razia and tie = wreach of winter, reach 
274 Ananish troops are s-.ortly exrected to Go into Winter quartcorse 
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SATURDAY, OCTOSER 10TH. 
At tiie Locarno Conference a second reading was given to the 
articieo3s of the Pact on the basis @f the amendments submitted by 


the jurists and a definite text o1 the majority of points was adopted 


It2rly is included in the number of contracting partees in the pre- 
anble to the Pact. The question of Gernany's entry into tie League 
ox Nations is unsettled, as her objections to Article 16 of the 
Covenant remain unchan::ed. 

vrench forces in '‘orocco occunied Sidi-Ali-bu-Rekba, an invort 


Sy 


-ant Rifi centre 19 miles north of Kiffane, thereby straightening 


out t he "pocket" of land hitherto separating the encli and Spanish 
lines on ti.e enstern front. 
General Gamelin's column in Syria reached Mezraa and Sejen, 


'and renuliced a Druse attack. 


Shana ae 


The French Debt Mission returned to Paris from Washington. 
MONDAY, OCTOrFR 12TH. 

the second week of negotiations opened at Locarno with every 
confidence of a successful issue. Tlie Polish and Czechoslovak 
delegations began negotiations with the Germans for arbitration 
treaties to estzblish security on the eastern frontiers. 

Anxiety is reported from Moscow at the satisfactory progress 
of the Locarno Conference; economic privileges sre offered to Italy 
to deter her from becoming a signatory to the Pact. 

The American Government apnnears determined, if necessary, t0o 





'act alone in the revision of its comvtercial treaty arran.ements with 


ee RARE Ta RMS ae. 9, 


~<chiaow 


d-ine , Should no satisfactory agreement on these lines be reached 
by tre Powers at the Tariff Conference at Peking. ) 
An increas: in brigandige is reported from Syria. Tepephone 


and telegranh lines were cut between Kuneitra, Damascus and Banias, 


/and many cases of looting by brigands are reported. 


The Soviet-German Trade Treaty was signed in Xoscow. 


TUESDAY, OCTOPER 137TH. — 
The finnl draft of the Security Pact prepared by the jurists 





was exanined at tiie Locarno Conference. Oniy a few points were 


en See 





ae ee 


reserved for discussion, the remainder of the text being adopted. 
True formulas not yet completed relate to the entry of Gervany into 
the League of Nations and the eastern arbitration treaties. 
“{litary onerations in Meroecce are practically suspended on 
the Frencn and Snnbish fronts owing to heavy rains. steanwhi le 
negotiations are proceeding with various tribes wno have not yet 
gud: ted.. : 
os “a Dwicht Davis was anvointed Secretary of War to tha United 
States Government in succession to i'r. J.W. weeksSe 
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A member of the German delegation to the Locarno Conference 
Eerr Kompner, returned to Berlin in order to make a report on pro- 
ceédings at Locarno to his Governzent. A special Cabinet meeting 
was summoned to hear his statement. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14TH. 

The meeting of the delesates to the Locurno Conference was 
postponed owing to the jurists not having completed their work on 
the text of the arbitration treaties. The worst difficulties of 
the Conference are now considered over. 

Herr Kempner reported to President von Hindenburg on the 
Locarno Conference. Tze German Cabinet neeting then reswicd its 
sitting. 

Signor Mussolini is to go to Locarno to sign the Security Pact. 

Lord Plumer, High Commissioner in Palestine, received a dele- 
gation of 50 Arab notadles, who presented a protest relating to 
the grievances against the Jews in Palestine. 

The Srench frane fell to 108 to the él. 





THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15TH. 

The draft Security Pact was adopted at the Locarno Conference, 
complete agreement being reached on the Security Pact an’ the 
Western Arbitration Tresties. The Eastern Arbitration Treatics 
were agreed upon in principle, though the text was not settled. 

Signor Mussolini arrived in Locarno. 

Mr. Hioki, chief Japanese delegate to the Chinese Tariff 
Conference, lert Tokio for Peking; ne is to confer with li. icliurrey 
American lfinister, before the Conference mects. Japan and America 
are agreed on the questions before the Conference. 

There are signs of an annroaching war between the provinces 
of Kiangsu and Chekiang in China. 

Preparx»tions for the winter are being made in Morocco. Marshal 
Pétain i3 to return to Yrance, leaving General Naulin te:imorarily in 
command. 

Trench losses in Syria from 1920 to July last total 6,040 kiiloe 
including 179 officers. 100 brizgancs are reported killed sy #rencu 
forces in the neighbourhood of Damascus. 








F TOB i. ) * 
FRIDAY, OCTOBBR 16T: Poutrall nf 


The Locarno Conference was brought to an end with the etegntny 
#LAaANncc , 


of tho Treaty of *‘utual Guarantee by Germany, Beligiun, 
Great Britain and Italy. Arbitration conventions were also 


initialled between Germany and Belgium, Germany and srance, Germany 

and Poland, Germany and Szechoslovakia. Foriaal signature of ae 

Pact and arbitration treaties will take nlsce in Loon on December lst 
T-ere wis a further fall in the Freich tranc to 109.725 to tue 


£1. re ee 
The Austrian Maticanl .sseably adopted a resoiuricn enbor a 


t j “7 he Arnjnatian 
the tornms formulated by the Lea ue of ITations for the termination 
of its control in Austrisc. 
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IV. LEAGUE OF NATIONS NOTES. 





On Octover Sth, tie first meeting took place of the sub- 

c umaittee on Arts and Letters appointed by the Committce on 
intellectual Co-operation. Simultaneously, the first meeting 
was neld in Yaris of the Eoard of Directors of tue International 
Institute of Intellectual Co-oneration. 

The Nealth Committee met at Geneva on October 8th for its 
fifth session. Its agenda included collaboration with the 
health administrations of the Latin American Republics; the 
results of the inquiry conducted by the Malaria Conmission in 
Bastern and Southern Europe, in Syria andj in Palestine; the 
work of the Cancer Comnission, of tne Tuberculosis Conznittee and 
tzxe Conference on Sleeping Sickness. 

A study-tour i3 besinning to investigate the health adninis- 
trations of jiiediterranean noria including Varseilles, Algiers, 
Gencg. Nanles, Alexaniria, Piracus and possibly one or two 
Turkish ports. 

An interchanse of siedical officers of health begins in Japan 
on October lcth. Twelve healtn administrations in tho Far East 
Will take »yart, including Australia, China, Nong-kong, the ilalay 
States, New Zealand end Russia. 

The Passvort Sub-Committce of the Communications and Transit 
Comnittee met on October 5th in Paris to nrevare for the second 
general conference on vassports. 

Three menber3 of the Economic Committee of the League are 
taking ~art in an advisory capacity in the conference for tic 
revision of tle Convention on Industrial Property at tho Haguo. 
Tnese exnerts were snecially invited bry the Dutch Government. 


(ny the courtesy of the Leasue of Nations 
Unioa) 





























FORTHCOiiING EVENTS. 








OCTOBER 19TH. Permanent Mandates Commission. 


Mixed Corunittee on Economic 


Extraordinary session of the 
Supreme Court of International 
Justice. 

NOVEMBER 5TH. Meeting of the itixed Advisory 
Agricultural Committee of the 
International Labour O¢ggice 
and International Institute 
of Agriculture. 


Conference on Tonnage Lieasure- 
ment in Inland Navigation. 


NOVSBER 2OTE. 


Extraordinary Session of the 
Economic Cormittee of the 
League of tiations. 


NOVE*RBER SOTH. 


League of Haticns Pinancial 
Cormittee. 











Geneva. 


Geneva. 


Tho ifague. 


Rome. 


Paris. 


Geneva. 


Geneva. 








